The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2008_apr
This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2008 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in April by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008" (2008). April. 15.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2008_apr/15
  handgun purchasing
   law
   drops
 minimum
  age to    
    18
New
South Carolina will 
collect $90 million less 
in taxes this year than 
anticipated, economists 
said Monday, a shortfall 
that wi l l  l ikely force 
law makers  to t ap an 
emergency fund for the 
current year’s budget 
and trim spending or 
raise taxes for the budget 
they’re now debating.
A slump in tax revenues 
that help make up the bulk 
of the $7 billion budget 
had been ant ic ipated 
because of the weakening 
economy, but the shortfall 
projected by the Board of 
Economic Advisors was 
$40 million steeper than 
what was forecast last 
week by state senators as 
they crafted the spending 
plan for the next fiscal 
year.
“We’ve said for months 
that this year’s projections 
for budget growth were 
far too optimistic, and 
unfortunately today those 
concerns were shown 
to be founded,” Gov. 
Mark Sanford said in a 
statement.
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e 
Committee Chairman 
Hugh Leatherman called 
for an emergency meeting 
Tu e s d a y  t o  d i s c u s s 
options. Last week, his 
budget-writing committee 
approved a $7.1 billion 
spending plan for the 
fi scal year that begins July 
1, with the expectation 
that tax collections would 
fall $50 million short of 
earlier projections.
“I knew the revenue 
this year was bad. I 
certainly didn’t expect it 
to be bad to the tune of 
a $90 million shortfall,” 
s a i d  L e a t h e r m a n , 
R-Florence. He declined 
t o  o u t l i n e  s p e c i f i c 
proposals that may be 
discussed.
The current year ’s 
budget l ikely wi l l  be 
balanced with money 
t a k e n  f r o m  a  $1 25 
million rainy day fund, 
L e a t h e r m a n  s a i d . 
That’s plenty to cover 
what’s expected now, 
Leatherman said.
Leatherman said he 
doubts the state Budget 
and Control Board, on 
which he sits, will need to 
discuss across-the-board 
cuts for state agencies.
With less than three 
m o nt h s  l e f t  i n  t h e 
budget year, a 2 percent, 
across-t he-board cut 
would require tak ing 
12 percent out of each 
agency’s remaining funds, 
Leatherman sa id. “It 
would be devastating if 
we did that,” he said.
The Board of Economic 
Advisors reported Monday 
that sales tax collections 
fell $50.5 million short 
of projections, individual 
income tax collections 
w e r e  $ 4 8 .3  m i l l io n 
behind and corporate 
income taxes were off 
$27.1 million. Revenues 
collected from investment 
income and motor vehicle 
licenses came in above 
what had been anticipated, 
but the board said the 
overall projections had to 
be pared down.
“We’re $88 mil l ion 
down. I think we need 
to whack it,” said board 
Chairman John Rainey.
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The Head Ball Coach faces a 
tough quarterback decision 
after Monday’s scrimmage 













with touchdown comedy, 
but falls short of the extra 
point. See page 5
The Mix
G o v.  M a r k  S a n f o r d 
recently signed a bill that 
lowers the age for owning 
a handgun from 21 to 18 in 
the state.
According to Joel Sawyer, 
spokesman for the governor’s 
offi ce, the bill is in effect as 
of its signing on April 2. 
Federal law still prohibits 
fi rearm retailers and dealers 
from selling handguns to 
people younger than 21. 
But the state law now allows 
individuals to sell handguns 
to anyone 18 or over. 
S a w y e r  s a i d  S o u t h 
Carolina was one of 18 states, 
and the only one in the 
South, that hadn’t already 
changed the minimum age 
for purchasing a gun.
“The governor signed the 
bill because it doesn’t make 
sense for someone who can 
fi ght a war to be prohibited 
from owning a handgun,” 
Sawyer said. 
According to the National 
Rifl e Association, Wyoming 
h a s  n o  h a n d g u n  a g e 
requirement. In Montana, 
it’s set at 14; in Vermont, 16.
“This is really nothing 
new,” NRA spokeswoman 
Ashley Varner said. “There 
are plenty of states around 
the country that have an 18 
age restriction.”
R o b e r t  B u t l e r ,  v i c e 
president of GrassRoots 
G u n R i g h t s ,  s a i d  t h a t 
18-year-olds  a re  adu lt s 
and shouldn’t be treated as 
second-class citizens.
“T here  shou ld  be  no 
d i s c r i m i nat ion  ag a i n s t 
young adults,” Butler said, 
“The law has been changed 
in a number of other states 
who have no problem giving 
rights to deserving adults.” 
S o m e  U S C  s t u d e nt s 
believe that 18-year-olds 
are too young to own a 
handgun. 
“I think it is more of a 
bad thing than a good thing 
because most 18-year-olds 
are still so immature at that 
age and wouldn’t think before 
they used it,” said Whitney 
Patterson, a second-year 
biology student.  
A l e x a n d r i a  G a r r e t t , 
a  f i r s t-year  psycholog y 
student, associated owning a 
handgun with being able to 
consume alcohol. 
“I don’t think 18 is an 
appropriate age to own a 
gun if you can’t even drink 
at 18,” Garrett said. “A gun 
is just as much, if not more 
of, a responsibility.” 
Adam Manning, a fourth-
year business student, said 
he  t h i n k s  18 -yea r-olds 
should be allowed to own 
handguns. 
“They are legally adults 
and therefore, the Second 
Amendment should apply. 
All adult American citizens 
have the right to own a gun,” 
Manning said.
R e p .  M i k e  P i t t s , 
R-Lau ren s  a nd  re t i red 
police offi cer, had fi led the 
bill to help out a national 
gun wholesaler located in 
Lexington County where 
employees younger than 
21 were filling orders over 
the phone. A legal opinion 
by state Attorney General 
H e n r y  M c M a s t e r  h a d 
said that was not allowed 
because of their age and 
Pitts argued it would cost 
half the company’s workers 
their jobs.
Pitts said gun retailers 
would still have to comply 
w it h  s t at e  a nd  f eder a l 
fi rearms laws.
He said he sees no need to 
change the minimum age of 
21 for a concealed weapons 
permit in South Carolina.
T h e  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s 
contributed to this report. 
Jenny Sinkoe 	
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
State now allows 18-year-olds to 
buy from individual sellers, 
own personal fi rearms
Jim Davenport
Th e Associated Press
S.C. budget undergoes 
sharp revenue decline
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
T he  Mu s l i m St udent 
Association is sponsoring 
Islamic Awareness Week, 
a f ive-day series of events 
centering on Islam.
A l l  of  t he  event s  a re 
aimed to educate the USC 
community, both Muslims 
and non-Muslims alike, on 
Islam and begin at 7:30 p.m. 
each night this week.
“At a time where the U.S.’s 
national security policy is 
focused on defending against 
supposed Islamic ideology, 
Muslims really need to take 
the init iat ive in showing 
their fellow Americans that 
a 1,500-year-old religion isn’t 
revolved around going after 
a 200-year-old country,” said 
Ramie Shalabi, president of 
MSA.
The second-year political 
science student said it was 
especially pertinent for the 
MSA to organize the week 
yearly so students and faculty 
could learn more about 
a religion that is so often 
misconceived. 
In addition to educating the 
USC community, the events 
are also a way of correcting 
the misconceptions Shalabi 
referred to.
“There are a vast number 
of stereotypes that we’re all 
hoping IAW will brush away,” 
said Sunna Raja, a first-year 
business student.  “Above 
all, the No. 1 stereotype that 
Islam is a religion of violence 
and hatred should fi nally be 
put to rest after these lectures. 
Every religion has its fanatics 
and its extremists. Islam is no 
exception to this.” 
Monday n ight ’s  event 
was a lecture on “Religion, 
Tolera nce a nd Pol it ic s : 
Reflections on the Life and 
Work of Salman Rushdie.” 
Rushdie is an Indian-British 
novelist, who wrote “The 
Satanic Verses.” He also won 
the 1981 Booker Prize for his 
novel, “Midnight’s Children.”
Rushdie will read excerpts 
from “Midnight’s Children” 
on Wednesday night at 5:45 
in the Belk auditorium of the 
BA. The event is part of the 
Caught in the Creative Act 
book series.
“To my generat ion, he 
doesn’t mean as much, but to 
my parents, he’s infamous,” 
said Farheen Khan, a second-
year international studies 
student. “In my opinion, he’s 
important because he paved 
the way for individuals who 
cal l themselves ‘Musl im 
Reformists.’”
“Jihad for Dummies” will 
be featured Tuesday night, 
“Why I Converted to Islam” 
on Wednesday, “W ho is 
Jesus in Islam?” on Thursday 
and on Friday, there will be 
a sermon and prayer at the 
Islamic Academy of Columbia 
on Gervais Street. 
T h e  M S A  s p o n s o r s 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c  e v e n t s 
throughout the year, including 
various lectures and a Fast-A-
Thon, which benefits Iraqi 
War victims. 
“St udent s  and facu lt y 
could walk away from these 
events surprised in realizing 
t hat  I s lam shares  many 
commonalities with that of 
their own faith,” Shalabi said.
Katie Jones  
Islamic Awareness Week kicks off 
Student organization 
hopes to oust stereotypes 
through cultural events
The third annual Kappa Alpha Psi fashion show raised about $1,700 Monday 
night, part of which will be donated to the St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. 
 Part of the fraternity’s “Kappa Week,” “Aiyanna in Fashion Land” had between 
450-500 people in attendance. 
“It went great,” said Tayvion Meadows, co-director of the event and a fourth-
year business administration student. “It was frantic before the show, I was 
surprised with how it turned out.”
Cristina Kubicki / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
RIPPING THE RUNWAY
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Gov. Mark Sanford signed 
a bill allowing 18-year-olds 
to purchase handguns.
Cut in collected taxes 
forces offi  cials to use 
emergency funds
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Local National
Benjamin Prater / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Members of Pi Kappa Phi hang a banner on the Greene Street wall to kick off the 
Greek Week festivities. Several Greek organizations have added banners as well.








Grand larceny of motor 
vehicle, 9 a.m.
Blossom Street Garage, 
1300 Blossom St.
T he  v ic t i m sa id  he 
couldn’tremember where 
he parked h is veh icle. 
Po l i c e  e s c o r t e d  h i m 
through campus parking 
garages, but the vehicle was 
not found. After reporting 
t he veh icle  stolen,  an 
investigator found the car 
in the E-5 lot. 
Estimated value: $4,000
Repor t ing of f i cer :  W. 
Guyon 
Leaving the scene of an 
accident with property 
damage, 10 a.m.
514 Gadsden St.
Someone damaged the 
driver’s side door of the 
victim’s car. 
Estimated damage: $500
Repor t ing of f i cer :  C . 
Taylor
Breaking and entering 
into motor vehicle, petit 
larceny, 12:15 p.m.
801 Greene St.
Someone  broke  t he 
driver’s side vent window 
and removed coins from 
the vehicle.
Estimated value: $6
Repor t ing of f icer: M. 
Winnington
Breaking and entering 
into motor vehicle, petit 
larceny, 12:30 p.m.
S t r o m  T h u r m o n d 
Wel l ne s s  a nd  Fit ne s s 
Center, 1000 Blossom St.
Someone broke the front 
vent window of the victim’s 
car and took a wallet, a debit 
card and a credit card. 
Estimated value: $22
Reporting officer: W.D. 
Jones
GREENVILLE — As many 
as 900 federal inmates in 
South Carolina serving time 
on crack cocaine convictions 
could be released early under 
new sentencing guidelines.
The reductions are aimed 
at el iminat ing the large 
disparity between sentences 
for crack cocaine and those 
for powder cocaine offenses.
The number of inmates 
leaving prison early will be 
spread out over the next 
30 years, depending on the 
length of their sentences, 
Quincy Av inger, deput y 
chief of the South Carolina 
Dist r ic t U.S. Probat ion 
Offi ce, told The Greenville 
News.
At least 17 people have 
been released from prison 
in the Upstate in the month 
since federal judges have been 
able to reduce crack cocaine 
sentences. Those released 
are u nder probat ionar y 
supervision, Avinger said.
Probat ion off icers st il l 
have about a third of the 
est imated 1,300 inmates 
serving crack sentences left to 
review. The probation offi ce 
makes recommendat ions 
on eligible inmates to the 
publ ic defender’s of f ice, 
said Ben Stepp, an assistant 
federal public defender in 
Greenville.
The publ ic  defenders 
present the recommendations 
to  t he  U. S .  a t tor ne y ’s 
office, which looks at what 
other crimes a person was 
convicted of as well as his or 
her record in prison.
“We, the government, 
a r e  n o t  o p p o s i n g  t h e 
motions unless there is post-
sentencing evidence that the 
defendant is either a danger 
to the community or for 
some other reason just f lat 
doesn’t qualify,” said Nancy 
Wicker, a spokeswoman 
for South Carolina’s U.S. 
attorney.
In December, the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission 
voted unanimously to allow 
about 19,500 federal prison 
inmates to seek reductions 
i n  t he i r  c r ack  co c a i ne 
sentences.
ATLANTA — A soldier’s 
widow has succeeded in 
having sperm taken from his 
body and frozen four days 
after he was slain in Iraq, 
though medical experts said 
it’s highly unlikely she would 
be able to bear his child.
S g t .  D a y n e  D a r r e n 
Dhanoolal, 26, died March 31 
when an explosive detonated 
near his vehicle in Baghdad. 
He had talked often with his 
wife Kynesha about having 
children, according to court 
papers fi led by her lawyer.
On Friday, a federal judge 
in Columbus, Ga., granted 
her request for a temporary 
restraining order preventing 
the military from embalming 
the body until after samples 
of Dhanoolal’s sperm were 
ex t rac ted.  The samples 
were taken later that day 
and are in the custody of a 
medical representative for 
the widow, who is hoping to 
be inseminated even though 
fert il it y experts said the 
procedure almost certainly 
would not work.
Sperm maintain nearly 
normal movement and some 
function for the first three 
hours after a man’s death. 
After that, their movement 
a nd  v i ab i l i t y  dec l i ne s , 
according to the Web site for 
the department of urology 
at Cornell University’s Joan 
and Sanford I. Weill Medical 
College.
Dr. John Park, a fertility 
expert and assistant professor 
at Emory University School 
of Medicine, said there have 
been reports of viable sperm 
being retrieved up to 36 
hours after a man’s death. 
But he said it is “highly 
unlikely.”
Recovery of viable sperm 
appears relatively uncommon 
after 24 hours post-mortem 
unless the body has been 
cooled, the Cornell site says. 
It was not known what, if 
any, precautions were taken 
to keep Dhanoolal’s body 
sufficiently cool before his 
sperm were extracted.
 
SYDNEY, Australia  — 
Five teenagers brandishing 
baseball bats and machetes 
r a m p a g e d  t h r o u g h  a 
suburban school Monday 
and hit a teacher over the 
head, police said. Eighteen 
students were treated for 
minor injuries.
T he  d r a m a  u n fo lded 
as hundreds at tended an 
assembly in an outdoor area 
of Merrylands High School. 
As the attackers moved in, 
teachers rushed the students 
back to class, where they 
sought refuge behind locked 
doors, under desks, even in a 
cupboard.
“I f ind it very diff icult 
to believe the brazenness 
of how they entered the 
school,” Police Detective 
Inspector Jim Stewart said. 
Such school violence is rare 
in Australia.
The teens, between the 
ages of 14 and 16, were 
arrested and likely would 
be charged with assault and 
other crimes, Stewart said.
Pol ice  ref u sed to  say 
whet her t he teens were 
students at the school. They 
were still being questioned 
by police late Monday.
A 43-year-old teacher was 
treated at a hospital after 
being hit on the head with a 
bat when he tried to stop the 
attackers, and 18 students 
were treated for cuts from 
broken glass and other minor 
injuries, Stewart said.
Two of those students 
— a 13-year-old boy and 
a 14-year-old girl — were 
taken to a hospital for further 
treatment, police said. No 
one was seriously injured, 
Stewart said.
Some students reported 
the gang was armed with 
two machetes.
“ We were  h av i ng  a n 
assembly and a bunch of 
guys walked in with some 
machetes and baseball bats 
and they sa id they were 
looking for some kid,” an 
unnamed male student told 













     












It seems like Gov. Mark Sanford checked the wrong 
option.
The governor signed into effect last week a law that 
changes the age people are allowed to buy and own 
handguns from 21 years old to 18.
But things start getting confusing. Federal law dictates 
that people under 21 can’t buy a handgun. Apparently, in 
a bout of crazy legislative logic, South Carolina made the 
provision for those under 21 to buy and own handguns 
from individual sellers, but 
not licensed retailers.
Wait, what? We can buy 
guns from the shady guy 
down the street, but we still 
can’t walk into Wal-Mart 
or a gun shop and pick up 
a pistol?
This new law makes it easier for the wrong person to get 
the wrong gun. With selling guns between individuals, 
guns are harder to track in case of violent crimes. The risk 
associated with buying from individuals is high.
But overall, this law is of no consequence. The lawmaker 
who proposed the bill said it was to help out a national gun 
wholesaler in Lexington. While he’s at it, maybe he can 
help save everyone else’s jobs by making our convoluted 
laws that much more confusing.
Sen. Brad Hutto, D-Orangeburg, argued 18-year-olds 
and up should be able to protect themselves after multiple 
campus shootings. Only problem: guns aren’t allowed on 
South Carolina college campuses.
It seems this year all the legislature has accomplished is 
changing all the laws randomly on what seem to be fl ighty 
whims. 
Maybe they should work on our crumbling budget 
instead.
ʻInterventionʼ reveals 
truth behind abusersʼ 
stories, histories of use
D r u g  a d d i c t i o n  i s 
something that is hard to 
sympathize with. It’s hard 
to understand why people 
can’t control themselves. 
It’s much easier to just shun 
addicts, to assume they 
have poor morals or that 
they simply are unwilling 
to fi x their lives. It’s easier 
to call them “junkies” than 
to look at them as people 
like you.
A TV program on A&E, 
ca l led “I nter vent ion,” 
challenges all these notions. 
It shows that addicts are 
people and questions why 
we aren’t all trying to fi nd 
help for those who suffer 
from addictions.
The show provides an 
inside look at the lives of 
drug addicts and attempts 
to raise awareness of the 
fact that there is help for 
addicts and their families.
There are similarities 
in each of the addicts’ 
stories, specifically, that 
their addictions are not 
purely the products of 
irresponsibility or excess. 
Oftentimes, the addicts’ 
p r o b l e m s  b e g i n  i n 
adolescence, amidst highly 
dysfunctional families. The 
dr ugs t hey 
consume as 
teens serve as 
escapes from 
u n l o v i n g 
fami l ies or 
abuse. What 
s t a r t s  a s 
a n  e s c a p e 
b e c ome s  a 
h a b i t  a n d 
u l t i m at e l y 
leads to an 
a d d i c t i o n 
t h a t 
dominates every aspect 
of their lives. What they 
had used to escape pain 
had become pain. It’s not 
uncommon to hear one of 
the addicts refer to their 
addiction as “a marriage.” 
“ I n t e r v e n t i o n ” 
hu ma n izes  t hose  who 
suffer from addiction and 
attempts to take away the 
stigma of asking for help. 
Typically, the addicts 
k now that they have a 
problem. The fact that 
they allow themselves to be 
interviewed is an admission 
of this. Why they don’t 
quit is the entire basis for 
the show and should force 
us to ask ourselves some 
questions about how we 
feel about addiction and 
those who suffer from it.
D r u g  a d d i c t i o n  i s 
something we al l need 
to think about. It affects 
families everywhere and 
is  largely ignored and 
marginalized. I will admit, 
before becoming a viewer 
,I was often judgmental of 
people who suffered from 
addictions. It’s so much 
easier to say that they 
should just get themselves 
together and deal with 
their problems. The thing 
is, you don’t know their 
problems, and you don’t 
know how painful it is to 
confront those problems. 
People who are addicts 
need  accept a nce ,  not 
judgment. 
Addiction isn’t pretty – 
it’s hard to deal with not 
only for the people who 
have the problem, but for 
those who love the addicts 
as well. Addiction can tear 
families apart and destroy 
lives, and it shouldn’t be 
ignored. It’s too easy just 
to say “I don’t want to deal 
with that problem” or to 
claim that the addicts just 
don’t know how to control 
themselves. 
Help and accept those 
with problems, because if 




Revised handgun law 
shoots blanks for state
This new law 
makes it easier for 
the wrong person to 
get the wrong gun.











McCain needs someone 
who can sway Republican 
opinions, claim spotlight
It’s time for John McCain 
to pick a running mate. 
Logic would seem to point 
to Mitt Romney since he 
was the second most popular 
Republican candidate, but 
in the midst 
of McCain’s 
i n d e c i s io n , 
a  g r o u p  o f 
voter s  have 
s t a r t e d  a 
c a m p a i g n 
a g a i n s t  h i s 
c h o o s i n g 
Mitt Romney 
as a running 
mate. 
The group 
l a u n c h e d 
a n  o n l i n e 
p e t i t i o n  a t 
www.nomitt vp.com, and 
more than 1700 people have 
signed the petition so far. 
It must be said, however, 
that the number is not an 
accurate account of those 
who don’t want Romney on 
the ballot — this is due to the 
fact that many of Romney’s 
supporters have a l ready 
signed the petition leaving 
comments in his favor.
While 1700 voters aren’t 
enough to change an election, 
the number is large enough 
to deserve a second glance. 
Why is it that these people 
are so against Romney that 
they would form a petition 
in order to keep him off the 
ballot?
The petition states that 
not  on ly  do  t hey  wa nt 
Romney off the ballot, but 
t hey a l so want McCain 
to only consider someone 
w ho  h a s  a  “c o n s i s t e nt 
record of support for both 
the sanctity of human life 
from conception to natural 
death, and the amendment 
of the U.S. Const itut ion 
to establ ish marriage as 
on ly  bet ween one ma n 
and one woman.”  As I’ve 
said before, John McCain 
i s  more  moderate  t ha n 
conservative, and it seems 
these voters are concerned 
that he at least team up 
with someone who shares 
their values. If anything, 
this seems like some good 
advice. A good conservative 
running mate may be able to 
sway more voters to vote for 
John McCain — voters who 
may have previously been 
skeptical of him.
R o m n e y  h a s  o n l y 
currently held some of these 
views on the aforementioned 
views. Even though he said 
he opposes abortion now, 
in 2002 he endorsed the 
legalization of the RU-486 
abort ion pil l. W hile it ’s 
nice that Romney claims to 
have had a change of heart, 
conservative voters would 
prefer someone with a more 
stable voting record.
The shame is that the 
on ly former cand idates 
conservative enough haven’t 
had any significant amount 
of polit ical pull save for 
M ike Huck abee.  Ot her 
possible choices such as Fred 
Thompson or Ron Paul have 
been mostly ignored despite 
their traditional conservative 
records.
If McCain wants any hope 
in winning over either of the 
two democratic powerhouses 
this presidential election, 
he’ll need to pick a good 
conser vat ive  c a nd idate 
to  he lp  conv i nce  more 
republican voters that he 
deserves the presidency.
 In response to ‘Pro-
gat activism shows 
poor priorities’ by 
Paul Bowers
Here’s the problem with 
your opinions. “Science” 
is NOT on your side. The 
number one risk of HIV-
infection today is African-
American women, NOT 
homosexuals. Can you 
imagine the riots in the 
streets if all of a sudden 
African-Americans were 
no longer a l lowed to 
donate blood? It would 
be pandemonium. You 
are us ing f lawed and 
outdated “sc ience” to 
just if y a posit ion that 
homosexuality is wrong. 
The whole tone of this 
co lu m n i mpl ie s  t h at 
homosexuality is wrong 
and that this situat ion 
is no different. The fact 
of the matter is that all 
people should have to be 
HIV-tested before they 
donate blood. To say that 
straight people don’t have 
HI V at a l l is st ick ing 
your head in the sand and 
saying that statistics that 
were last valid in 1985 are 
valid today. If homosexuals 
are tested and come up 
negative, why shouldn’t 
they be able to donate?
Sodomy is technically 
against the law...
Alright, lets take the 
facts. Gay men make up 
68% of HI V pat ients. 
T h e r e  a r e  w a y s  f o r 
t he non-H I V pat ient 
homo sex u a l s  (rea l l y, 
M S M ?  T h a t ’ s  y o u r 
acronym?) to be allowed 
to give blood to people.
what in the fajuck are 
you trying to say exactly?? 
it doesn’t make any sense 
at all...
Act ua l ly  t he ban is 
aga inst  any man who 
h a s  h ad  homo s e x u a l 
sex at least once since 
t he 70s ,  not  sex ua l ly 
active homosexuals. So a 
monogamous homosexual 
couple who have tested 
negative for HIV would 
not be allowed to donate 
blood while straights who 
have had unprotected sex 
mult iple t imes and are 
untested may donate.
In response to ‘Sin 
t a xes  don’t  solve 
financial trouble’ by 
Monique Cunin
“have laws based on 
decreasing chaos in society, 
not increasing morality.” 
-The t wo go hand in 
hand. Morality:distinction 
between good and evil 
or  r ight  a nd  w rong. 
Increasing morality will 
decrease chaos. Without 
morals and values, chaos 
will ensue.
T o t a l i t a r i a n i s m 
decreases chaos in society. 
Look no further than the 
Baath party. As soon as 
they were overthrown, 
c h a o s  b r o k e  o u t .  I f 
morality is correlated to 
order, and immoralit y 
is correlated to chaos, 
does this make Saddam 
H u s s e i n  t h e  m o r a l 
guardian of Iraq? If I 
am missing something, 
hopefully someone will 
correct me. Until then, 
I suggest we all keep it 
weird. Of course, none of 
this has anything to do 
with the cost of smut or 
smokes. That’s just an 
easy target for politicians 
to tax even higher without 
fear of public disapproval.
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ’ s 
cigarette tax will still be 
the lowest in the country 
even after an increase of a 
lousy .50 cents. Smoking 
is a choice therefore one 
does not have to pay the 
increased tax if they don’t 
want to, just don’t smoke. 
Smokers increase health 
care costs for smokers 
and non-smokers and 
that comes out of every 
tax payers pocket so why 
should not those puffi ng 
out dangerous chemicals 
into the air pay a little 
more with a tabacco tax.
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TACOMA, Wash. — The 
social hall of St. Andrew’s 
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  i n 
Tacoma, Wash., is stuffed 
with TVs, toasters and other 
small appliances, linens for 
kitchen and bath, cutlery, 
cookbooks, mops and more.
A church auction? Bridal 
shower?
Not quite.
On this Sunday afternoon, 
members of Pierce County 
Episcopal churches have 
org a n i z ed  a  shower  of 
household goods meant for 
10 former foster children 
who are st r ik ing out on 
their own for the fi rst time. 
While government dollars 
can help a limited number of 
these adults-in-the-making 
pay rent, utilities and more, 
often there’s little left over 
for necessities, such as soap 
or dish towels.
At first the young adults 
just stare at the piles of 
goodies assembled in the 
church hall. It is almost as if 
they can’t quite believe it is 
all for them. But once they 
realize the stuff is for them, 
they get into the spirit of the 
giant giveaway.
S o o n ,  y o u n g  h a n d s 
are piling spray bottles of 
cleaning fluid, brooms and 
dustpans into large plastic 
garbage pails. They trade 
items with each other — a 
lamp and a  T V change 
hands.
“It’s just like Christmas,” 
sa id one young woman, 
struggling to carry a load of 
donated goods. 
S o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a n d 
volunteers offer their cars 
and pick-up trucks to help 
del iver a l l  the goods to 
youths’ apartments.
During a church luncheon 
in January, Episcopal women 
heard about the needs of the 
young adults. Then they went 
to work, enlisting help from 
students at Mason Middle 
School ,  t he  Nor t hwest 
Furniture Bank and others 
for the fi rst-time project.
Members of eight churches 
— A ll Saints Episcopal, 
Christ Church Tacoma, 
St. Mary’s, St. Andrew’s, 
St. Luke’s, Christ Church 
Puyallup, St. Joseph-St. John 
and St. Matthew’s — spent 
months collecting the goods. 
On March 2, they gave away 
the items during a spaghetti 
dinner at St. Andrew’s.
K r i s t y  Ker nen ,  f rom 
St .  M a r y ’s ,  a s s e mble d 
a  home s pu n  “g u ide  t o 
life” manual for the foster 
care alumni. It tells them 
every thing f rom how to 
choose a ripe cantaloupe to 
how to unclog a drain and 
dress for success. These are 
the kinds of skills foster kids, 
who often move from home 
to home, may not have a 
chance to learn before they 
“graduate” from the foster 
system at age 18.
“ B e d d i n g ,  T V s , 
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“All art is autobiographical; the pearl is the oyster’s 
autobiography.” 
— Federico Fellini
George Clooney’s latest 
starring and directing role 
aims to marry sports and 
1930s screwball comedy, 
but it is caught in gridlock 
instead of following either 
genre through to the end 
zone.
Clooney play s  Jim my 
“Dodge” Con nol ly,  t he 
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  D u l u t h 
Bul ldogs, a professional 
football team in 1925, when 
football was still a minor 
sport in America. His team 
runs out of money, so he 
recruits the popular, talented 
war hero and football player 
Carter “Bullet” Rutherford 
( J i m K ra s i n sk i )  to  t he 
Bulldogs. Hot on the team’s 
heel s  i s  repor ter  Lex ie 
Littleton (Renee Zellweger), 
secretly assigned to fi nd the 
true story behind Bullet’s 
war glory.
F o o t b a l l  f i g u r e s 
prominent ly in the f irst 
20 a nd la s t  10 m inutes 
of  “Leat herheads ,”  but 
it  other wise ser ves as a 
backdrop to Littleton’s love 
triangle between Dodge and 
Bullet, including the story of 
what really happened when 
Bullet was overseas.
Clooney and Zellweger 
are a good comedic match. 
Their snappy scenes of witty 
banter are the highlights 
of the mov ie,  and it ’s  a 
shame there aren’t more. 
There’s a v irtue to jokes 
about Zellweger’s legs not 
being followed by shots of 
her in a miniskirt. Clooney 
tempers the ego involved in 
directing himself by making 
himself and his age the butt 
of several jokes and pratfalls. 
When not abducted by sour 
candy,  Zel lweger ’s  face 
ranges from professionally 
sly to f lirty according to 
each scene’s mood.
K ras insk i ,  redeem ing 
himself from the fi res of his 
previous attempt at comedy 
with Robin Williams, plays a 
well-meaning athlete with a 
lot of guilt on his shoulders. 
Unfortunately, his scenes are 
like his character’s football 
plays: long, simple runs 
across the fi eld. He’s crucial 
to the story and never drags 
it down, but he does little to 
improve it.
He seems doomed to 
play ing vers ions of  Jim 
from “The Off ice,” only 
showing a moment’s angry 
exception to his constant 
polite coolness.
Mak i ng t h ings  worse 
are the selective script and 
direction that grant laughs 
to  t he  t wo ma i n  s t a r s , 
leaving everyone else with 
scenes that end with dead 
moments of sitting quietly 
before ending with plain 
transitions like “OK then” 
or “Alright.” 
Randy Newman’s score 
sells the movie’s taste for 
nostalgia like nothing else, 
accompanying the dated 
news footage, speakeasies 
and train stat ions with 
turns of goofy or somber 
piano and brass.
I f  t he  mov ie  h a s  a 
“message” about football, 
it is that the game lost a 
lot of its fun when it was 
legit imized and bound 
by rules. “Leatherheads” 
suf fers f rom the same 
p r ob le m ,  r e l y i n g  o n 
the safe plays of genre 
convent ion instead of 
making any brave plays. 
The end result may be 
a l ighthearted v ictory, 
but the crowd will leave 
underwhelmed.  
E x p e c t  t o  h e a r 
recom mendat ions  f rom 
older relatives about “seeing 
a nice movie for a change.” 
TACOMA, Wash. — Give Michael Velling 
20 cubic yards of sand and maybe a little 
water to mix with it, and he’s as happy as a 
kid with a pile of mud.
But Velling, a Federal Way, Wash., 
dentist and world-class sand sculptor, takes 
his earth-and-water mixtures past simple 
mud pies.
When he’s not filling cavities, Velling 
often is found in his large sandbox at 
home or on a Northwest beach creating 
intricately detailed works of art for fun and 
competition.
“One simple rule can help you if you’re 
interested in sand sculpting,” he said. 
“Never leave the beach without building 
something.”
Velling caught sand-sculpting fever in 
1990 while watching a competition.
Since then, he’s won all three major sand 
sculpting events in the Pacifi c Northwest 
at least once, which include competitions 
in Long Beach in Pacifi c County, Ocean 
Shores in Grays Harbor County and 
Cannon Beach, Ore. And he has won the 
world sand-sculpting championships, held 
annually in Harrison Hot Springs, British 
Columbia, both as a solo artist and as a 
member of a team.
“He’s done some pretty outstanding 
work,” said Bob Bell, world championships 
coordinator and general manager of the 
Harrison Hot Springs Sand Sculpture 
Society. 
“I’d say he’s one of the top five in the 
world today.”
“Top f ive” is relat ive, Bel l added. 
Inspiration strikes, and any individual 
or team can blow away the rest of the 
competition in any given year. But Velling 
is consistently impressive. 
“He’s always a crowd pleaser,” he said.
Building sand sculptures isn’t just about 
creating castles (Velling said those get 
“boring” after a while). He and other 
sculptors try to outdo each other with 
scenes that seem to “come to life.” Among 
his past works are several fairy tale scenes, 
a mining camp and sculptures depicting 
precocious and mischievous critters, such 
as thieving pandas.
In May, Velling will team with a sculptor 
from Venice, Italy, for the third annual 
tournament of champions at Harrison 
Hot Springs. Those sculptures will be on 
display until after the world championship 
event this fall, and visitors can vote for 
their favorites.
INFLUENTIAL SCULPTOR
Working in his sandbox at home, Velling 
pulls out a picture of Napoleon Bonaparte 
astride a rearing horse. 
“I love sculpting horses,” Velling said. 
“I’d love to try something like this at 
some point.”
Perhaps he’ll give it a go in August 
when he travels to Quebec to join other 
sand sculptors in celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of the founding of Quebec 
City. In addition to sculpting competitively, 
Vell ing also does commissioned and 
contract work. He’ll join about 30 other 
artists to create commissioned work for 
Quebec.
“I would venture to say he is probably 
one of the most inf luential people in 
sand sculpting in the Northwest if not 
the world,” said Alan Baker, a long-haul 
trucker from Ilwaco, Wash., and a longtime 
member of Velling’s sand sculpting team.
Baker met Velling while the dentist 
was competing at a contest in Cannon 
Beach, Ore. He asked to join Velling’s 
team, thinking he could at least help 
“schlep around water and sand.” But it 
wasn’t long before Velling asked him to 
help with design at various competitions. 
Baker quickly realized he was a decent sand 
sculptor. 
“Quite a few people, myself included, 
had no idea that we had any sort of talent,” 
he said. 
“But under Michael’s tutelage, we’ve 
expanded our horizons.”
Vel l i ng of ten work s  over t ime at 
competitions, volunteering as an instructor 
Thomas Maluck 
George Clooney’s 
newest fi lm favors 
comedy over football
"Leatherheads"
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Simple transitions, age jokes 
make ‘Leatherheads’ fumble
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Churches assist former foster children
Pierce County Episcopal 




Russ Carmack/ MCT Campus
Dr. Velling works on the facial features of a sand sculpture in his back yard.
Dentist creates sandy artwork
Sculpting champion brings fairy tale 
scenes, famous works of art to life 
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and offering free seminars 
to anyone who wants to 
learn more about the art of 
sand sculpting. He dons his 
trademark red-white-and-
blue plastic pith helmet and 
sets up class right on the 
beach for hands-on training. 
He said he considers the 
demonst rat ions payback 
for the crowd’s enthusiasm 
during the “performance 
art” of competition. 
“ I  r e a l l y  don’t  m i nd 
sharing my secrets with 
them,” he said.
Sculpting sand requires 
more than a plastic bucket 
and a scoop. Velling uses a 
variety of large and small 
metal trowels and knives to 
carve out big slabs and make 
tiny cuts. A fl at cement trowel 
helps compress and smooth 
the sand where needed. And 
Velling usually keeps a spray 
bottle at his side.
“People insist he has glue 
in that bottle,” said his wife, 
Frances Velling. 
“But it’s just water.” 
A mural painter who also 
creates smaller watercolor 
pieces, she has fi lled the walls 
of their home with color. 
And she helps with the sand 
sculpting when she can. 
“She’s my inspirat ion,” 
Velling said. 
“ S h e  a l w a y s  h a s  a n 
interesting way of looking at 
things and seeing something 
I don’t see.”
IN THE SANDBOX
On a recent sunny day, 
Velling worked on a sand 
pile about 5 feet high in his 
sandbox at home. He set to 
sculpting a human figure 
framed by a rippling arch. 
He carved thin lines to make 
the statue’s lips and wavy 
hair and then used a straw 
to blow the excess sand out 
of the gaps. Eyes, ears and 
nose took shape in the same 
manner, with Velling gently 
blowing sand away from the 
fi gure’s face.
Although the sculpture, 
made of sand that is much 
fi ner than typical Northwest 
beach sand, looks as though 
it ’s as sol id as concrete, 
Vel l i ng  war ns  t hat  t he 
appearance is deceptive.
“A bird could come and 
sit in the wrong place on 
this wavy arch and send the 
whole thing crashing,” he 
said.
H i s  h o m e  s a n d b o x 
mostly is just for practice, 
for work ing out ideas he 
might use in competition. 
Inspiration often strikes at 
the beach, but it’s good to 
have some kind of plan in 
advance, he said. It’s better 
to have a gravity-defying 
sculpture fall apart at home 
than in front of the crowds 
and judges—although public 
disasters do happen.
A crow once landed on the 
branch of a sand tree he was 
building for a competition. 
The branch broke off. 
“I didn’t know whether to 
be upset about it or fl attered 
because maybe the crow 
thought it was a real tree,” 
Velling said.
When catastrophe strikes, 
he tries to incorporate the 
mess into the overall design. 
One year, a panda stealing a 
personal watercraft fell apart. 
The panda became a pile 
of sand, but the nose of the 
watercraft was still intact, 
so Velling made it look as 
though it was half sunk in 
water. He has photo albums 
f i l led  w it h  spec t ac u la r 
successes, sculptures that 
have won competitions all 
over the Northwest and at 
the world championships. 
But he’s not embarrassed to 
show how he improvised his 
work after disasters, such as 
with the crow and panda.
Maybe that’s due to his 
attitude about the hobby in 
general. When a competition 
is over and the tide starts 
rolling in, Velling said he 
doesn’t feel remorse as he 
watches the water tear away 
at his creations.
“I have my pictures, so I 
can just turn my back and 
walk away. I’ve got to let it 
go.”
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microwaves,” said Darrell Powell, a 
member of Christ Church of Tacoma. 
“We put out the word, and it came 
in.”
“It’s people responding to need,” 
echoed the Rev. Martin Yabroff, rector 
at St. Andrew’s.
STARTING OVER
Only around 40 percent of former 
foster youth graduate from high school 
on time, according to information 
p re s ented  to  t he  Wa sh i ng ton 
Legislature last year. Poverty and 
homelessness among these kids are 
common. 
“Kids who have grown up in the 
foster system have never had a sense 
of permanency,” said Kathy Bannon of 
the Pierce County Alliance, a Tacoma-
based social service agency contracted 
by the state to assist youth who “age 
out” of foster care at 18.
Young adults in two programs, 
one called Transitional Living and 
the other called Independent Youth 
Housing, participated in the church 
gift shower.
“This is great, priceless,” said 18-
year-old Latashia Cash, who moved 
into her  one-bedroom Tacoma 
apartment in January with help from 
Pierce County Alliance.
A few days after the shower, Cash 
had everything neatly in place. 
“These kids are getting out of foster 
care and pretty much starting from 
scratch with material things,” said 
Bannon. 
Jessica McLean, another youth at 
the gift shower, said she hates it when 
other kids “look at us like we have 
some kind of disease because we are in 
foster care.”
McLean wants help, she said, not 
sympathy. She wants adults to “be 
there for us, not pity us.”
“We know life sucks,” the 18-year-
old said. 
“Encou rage  u s .  Show u s  t he 
positive.”
That’s what the Pierce County 
Alliance is hoping to do.
Dean J. Koepfl er/ MCT Campus
Eighteen-year-old Latashia Cash, a former foster child, studies for her GED.
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CHICAGO — Technology is making 
us dumber. How else can I explain 
my willing invitation to anyone with 
Internet access that they invade my 
home and take my family’s stuff?
See, I f inal ly joined a “social-
networking” Web site. OK, Facebook. 
I once proudly and prudently vowed 
never to do this, but after the bosses 
urged us all to join, it soon became 
clear that resistance was futile.
So I signed up, made friends, joined 
groups, built a photo gallery, drank 
virtual beers and became a vampire. 
The standard stuff. I even logged in a 
few times a day to update what I was 
doing:
“Rob is working.”
“Rob is eating lunch.”
“Rob is not going to eat lunch there 
ever again.”
From the mundane to milestones, 
from weather vanes to gallstones, most 
of us simply can’t resist telling others 
what’s going on in our lives. 
“Rob is packing.”
“Rob is going on vacation.”
“Rob realizes he just told everybody 
with access to his Facebook page that 
he will be gone all week.”
I didn’t really post that last one, but 
I might as well have. That’s how all-
consuming these sites can be. I quickly 
felt so compelled to keep everyone 
abreast of my every move that I fl ushed 
common sense down the cyber-toilet.
Normally, I do all the protective, 
responsible things before a trip—hold 
the newspaper, turn on light-timers, 
triple-check that every door is double-
locked. I tell only a select few people 
that we’re going.
And yet, suddenly I had no problem 
telling everybody in my “networks,” 
all my Facebook friends, acquaintances 
and never-mets, that we were leaving 
town. That our house would be 
unoccupied, the dog boarded, our 
belongings ripe for the taking.
Rea l iz ing my techno-gaf fe ,  I 
immediately reversed course:
“Rob is on vacation, or is he?”
“Rob is an expert marksman.”
“Rob is hoarding angry pit bulls.”
Paranoid? Possibly. But a chance to 
restore that small piece of mind that I 
had unwittingly surrendered. 
Now that we’re home and everything 
is just as we left it, I can tell you this 
story.
Look for it on my prof ile. As a 
matter of fact, right now...
“Rob is post ing th is stor y on 
Facebook.”
Facebook leaves user obsessed with status updates
Rob Manker
MCT Campus
Writer explores possibilities 
of insecurity, home security
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
HOROSCOPES




1 Get on the phone
5 Run after









20 In need of a boost
23 Suited for
24 Word with whiz
25 Genetic stuff
26 Flock member
28 Seat at the bar
30 Pi follower
32 Atomic number 5
34 Took the cake






45 "Annabel Lee" poet
46 Small
salamanders
48 Grain in a
Salinger title
























6 Kind of strike
7 A.D. word
8 Stalemate
9 City on the Ruhr
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Aries You may have to just 
say no to an appealing 
but expensive offer. You 
ca n’t  a f ford to  waste 
either time or money at 
this point in the game.
Taurus Hold out for what 
you want, even in the 
face of resistance. You 
don’t have to come up 
with a lot of reasons. Just 
do it because it’s right.
Gemini Don’t get stuck 
on the specifics of your 
vision for the future. A 
couple of details will need 
to be changed to get from 
here to there. Heed an 
older person’s warning.
Cancer Figure out what 
you r  g roup needs  to 
ach ieve it s  objec t ive. 
I t  m a y  s e e m  l i k e  a 
hor re ndou s  a mou nt , 
at f irst . If it real ly is, 
suggest changing goals.
Leo A person who advises 
you to relax is steering 
you wrong. You don’t have 
time to relax right now, 
but you can be cool. Don’t 
let them see you sweat.
V i r g o  T h e  m o r e 
ambiguity you can get 
rid of, the more secure 
you’l l feel. That’s not 
possible in everything, 
b u t  d o  y o u r  b e s t . 
Wherever you can, make 
your foundat ion solid.
L i b r a  H a r s h  r e a l i t y 
doesn’t have to obliterate 
your dreams. Don’t give 
up; do look for another 
alternat ive. Creat iv it y 
i s  r e c o m m e n d e d .
Scorpio You may not have 
really wanted a critic on 
your team. Make t he 
best  of  it .  Somebody 
el se’s  ex per ience ca n 
s ave  you  g r ie f ,  e ven 
i f  he or she is a jerk .
Sagit tarius The money 
keeps coming in, and that’s 
a wonderful thing. Don’t 
get distracted by what 
might have been. Do the 
best you can with what is.
Capr icorn  Your plans 
are somewhat inhibited 
b y  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e 
lack of cash. You have 
l o t s  o f  c o n f i d e n c e , 
t hough ,  a nd a  t a lent 
for sales. You’ll get by.
Aquarius All the reasons 
why your scheme won’t 
work are foremost in your 
thoughts. This is good. 
It’ll help you figure out 
which option is viable.
Pisces  Your cur iosit y 
has been aroused. Find 
the answers to questions 
that have puzzled you 
for years. They’re not 




USC School of Music, 813 Assembly St.
THANK GOD, HEALTH, FAG STATIC, APOSABLE 
SCUM
9 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY
6 and 8:30 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
THE FOUR FRESHMEN
8 p.m., $30
Newberry Opera House, 1201 McKibben St.
Tomorrow:
INDIE GRITS FILM FESTIVAL
6 p.m., $7.50





8 p.m., $20 in advance / $23 day of show







The race for the starting 
quarterback posit ion at 
USC is still on, and after 
Monday’s scr immage, it 
looks like it might go on 
until August. Quarterbacks 
Chris Smelley and Tommy 
Beec her  b ot h  t h re w  a 
touchdown pass in the game, 
with Smelley also leading 
the offense to a fi eld goal. 
Both quarterbacks played 
solid games, but were not 
by any means spectacular. 
Smelley completed 14 passes 
for 143 yards while Beecher 
had 13 caught passes for 142 
yards. 
“They’re pretty even,” 
said coach Steve Spurrier of 
his quarterback situation. 
“If we had to play right now 
I think both of them would 
play. You don’t know who’s 
in there and who’s not . 
When one separates from 
the other then we’ll know 
who to put in there.”
It is evident, however, 
that progress is being made 
on the offensive side of the 
ball. The solid play of the 
quarterbacks rubbed of f 
on the receivers, as many 
key players made some big 
receptions.
Spurrier was especially 
p l e a s e d  w i t h  t he  w a y 
tightends Jared Cook and 
Weslye Saunders played. 
Cook caught a  14 -yard 
touchdown from Smelley 
and made a  couple key 
receptions on third down 
plays. 
Cook ,  a  ju n ior  f rom 
Suwanee, Ga., grabbed six 
receptions for 48 yards and 
a two scores. 
Saunders, a sophomore, 
is also coming off a great 
year, catching 12 passes 
for 151 yards. Saunders 
was  a l so  named to  t he 
Freshman All-SEC team 
by the Sporting News, and 
was an honorable mention 
Freshman All-American, 
according to the Sporting 
News. 
Moe Brown also had a 
product ive sc r im mage, 
coming up with several 
good catches. One pleasant 
surprise was the play of 
s e n io r  r e c e i v e r  L a r r y 
Fr e e m a n ,  w ho  c au g ht 
several catches, including 
a 9-yard touchdown from 
Beecher. 
“Larry acts like he really 
wants to play this year,” 
Spurrier said on Freeman’s 
play in the past couple of 
practices. The sophomore 
fi nished third on the night 
with four recept ions for 
39 yards and a score from 
Beecher.
W id e  r e c e i v e r  C .C . 
Whitlock had a solid outing 
with two grabs for 24 yards, 
while, cornerback Akeem 
Auguste made a spectacular 
one handed interception. 
Both Whitlock and Auguste 
were four-star recruits out 
of high school according to 
rivals.com and are expected 
to make instant impacts. 
After the scrimmage, the 
team worked on third and 
short plays, red zone offense 
and defense, and overtime 
situations.
The run defense played 
re a l l y  we l l ,  w it h  E r ic 
Norwood, Kenrick Ellis and 
Clifton Geathers making 
tack les and clogging up 
holes. Norwood was a l l 
over the field, making big 
tackles and f iring up his 
teammates. 
With Mike Davis st il l 
not 100 percent, running 
backs Brian Maddox and 
Taylor  R a n k saw more 
snaps in the scrimmage. 
Maddox scored on a nice 
screen pass in the overtime 
practice drills, escaping a 
couple of would be tacklers 
and diving across the line 
for the score. 
“We didn’t run the ball 
very well,” Spurrier said. 
“Our run defense looked 
good.  Our r u n of fense 
didn’t look all that good. 
I didn’t see many holes. 
There weren’t many to run 
through. I think our defense 
against the run is hopefully 
going to be much, much 
improved from where we’ve 
been. We’ve got nowhere to 
go but up.”
B o t h  S m e l l e y  a n d 
Spurrier commented on 
the quarterback race, but 
neither yielded any response 
as to how close it is or who’s 
ahead. 
“That’s the coach’s call,” 
remarked Smelley when 
asked if he’ll start. 
TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008Page 8
Quarterbacks stay 
on even footing
Next year’s possible 




Above:  Gamecock 
offensive lineman go 
through drills prior to 
Monday’s scrimmage.
KD Safran / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Below:  Quarterback 
Chris Smelley points 
around Williams-Brice to 
receiver Moe Brown.
 The 2008 Major League 
Baseball season kicked off this 
past week, full of walkoffs, 
blowouts, pitcher’s duels, 
surprises and stunners.
The act ion 
got going early, 
as Washington’s 
R y a n 
Z i m mer m a n 
belted a solo 
home run in 
t h e  b o t t o m 
of t he n int h 
inning to defeat 
t h e  A t l a n t a 
Braves 3-2 on 
opening night 
last Sunday.
After scoring the f irst 
two runs of the game in 
the bot tom of the f irst , 
the Atlanta pitching staff 
retired the next 24 National 
batters before Zimmerman’s 
walkoff.  
How’s that for exciting?
Since then, the Braves have 
rebounded from their slow 
start to pull back to 3-3 as of 
Monday afternoon, as they 
swept a shortened two-game 
series against the hated New 
York Mets this past weekend.
The Sunday game may 
have been the best of the day 
in the MLB, as two of the 
best pitchers in the National 
League, Johan Santana and 
John Smoltz, dueled at Turner 
Field before the Braves 
squeaked out a 3-1 victory.
One team that probably 
wishes they were at least .500 
is the Detroit Tigers, who, as 
of Monday afternoon, started 
the 2008 campaign with a 
shocking 0-6.  Poised to have 
one of the better rotations 
in the American league and 
one of the most formidable 
lineups in baseball altogether, 
it’s a shocker that the Tigers 
have started the season so 
poorly.
For a club that had World 
Series hopes, they need to 
turn it around in a hurry, 
as no team has ever started 
0-6 or worse and made the 
World Series. Only two 
teams have ever even reached 
the postseason with a record 
equal or worse to that.  
Who would have thought 
that the Tigers would be 0-6 
and the Baltimore Orioles 
would be 4-1?  
On Sunday af ternoon, 
Baltimore’s Luis Hernandez 
lined a game-winning single 
to centerfi eld in the bottom 
of the ninth to defeat Seattle 
3-2.
How amazing is that, you 
ask?  Last season, Seattle was 
75-0 when leading after eight 
innings, and Baltimore was 
4-87 when trailing at that 
point. Overall, the Orioles 
were 13-31 in one run games 
a year ago.    
If Baltimore keeps playing 
l ike that , they may f ind 
themselves in postseason 
play.
Relax, I’m only kidding.
Another surprising start 
this season is undoubtedly 
that of the Colorado Rockies. 
Last season, the Rock’s went 
21-1 to close out the season, 
capping their improbable run 
to the World Series.
This season, they’re off to a 
miserable 1-5 start, including 
a recent sweep at the hands of 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
at home nonetheless.
If you’re trying to figure 
out why they’ve started so 
poorly, you don’t need to look 
very far past their batting 
numbers.
As a team, the Rockies are 










leave fans wondering 
what comes next
Olympic torch bearers faced with violent protests in Paris, London
PARIS — Paris’ Olympic torch 
relay descended into chaos Monday, 
with protesters scaling the Eiffel 
Tower, grabbing for the flame and 
forcing security offi cials to repeatedly 
snuff out the torch and transport it 
by bus past demonstrators yelling 
“Free Tibet!”
The relent less ant i-Chinese 
demonstrations ignited across the 
capital with unexpected power 
and ingenuity, foiling 3,000 police 
offi cers deployed on motorcycles, in 
jogging gear and even inline skates.
Chinese organizers fi nally gave up 
on the relay, canceling the last third 
of what China had hoped would be 
a joyous jog by torch-bearing VIPs 
past some of Paris’ most famous 
landmarks.
Thousands of protesters slowed 
the relay to a stop-start crawl, 
with impassioned displays of anger 
over China’s human rights record, 
its grip on Tibet and support for 
Sudan despite years of bloodshed in 
Darfur.
Five times, the Chinese officials 
in dark glasses and tracksuits who 
guard the torch extinguished it and 
retreated to the safety of a bus, the 
last time emerging only after the 
vehicle drove within 15 feet of the 
fi nal stop, a track and fi eld stadium. 
A torchbearer then ran the fi nal steps 
inside.
Outside, a few French activists 
supporting Tibet had a fi st-fi ght with 
pro-Chinese demonstrators. The 
French activists spat on them and 
shouted, “Fascists!”
In San Francisco, where the torch 
is due to arrive Wednesday, three 
protesters wearing harnesses and 
helmets climbed up the Golden 
Gate Bridge and tied the Tibetan 
flag and two banners to its cables. 
The banners read “One World 
One Dream. Free Tibet” and “Free 
Tibet.”
The 17.4-mile route in Paris 
started at the Eiffel Tower, headed 
down the Champs-Élysées toward 
City Hall, then crossed the Seine 
before ending at the Charlety track 
and fi eld stadium.
Throughout the day, protesters 
booed trucks emblazoned with 
the names of Olympic corporate 
sponsors, chained themselves to 
railings and hurled water at the fl ame. 
Some unfurled banners depicting 
the Olympic rings as handcuffs 
from the Eiffel Tower and Notre 
Dame cathedral. Others waved signs 
reading “the fl ame of shame.”
The Interior Ministry said police 
made 18 arrests.
Offi cers sprayed tear gas to break 
up a sit-in by about 300 pro-Tibet 
demonstrators who blocked the 
route. Police tackled protesters who 
ran at the torch; at least two activists 
got within arm’s length before they 
were grabbed by police. Near the 
Louvre, police blocked a protester 
who approached the fl ame with a fi re 
extinguisher.
One deta ined demonstrator, 
handcuffed in a police bus, wrote 
“liber” on her right palm and “te” on 
the other, spelling the French word 
for “freedom,” and held them up to 
the window.
With protesters slowing down the 
relay, a planned stop at Paris City 
Hall was canceled. Earlier, French 
officials hung a banner declaring 
support for human rights on the 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Relay disrupted by anti-
Chinese demonstrations 
against occupation of Tibet
Jerome Pugmire
Th e Associated Press
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Two Years That Will Change Your Life
Flying 
Start
Get a jump on your fall with a couple of  
summer courses!
Take advantage of GPC’s affordable tuition, flexible 
schedules, accessible locations, small classes, online 
options and award-winning instructors. 
Apply for summer classes now. Ensure that  
your financial aid precedes you – and your GPC 
credits easily transfer back – by arranging for a 
Transient Student Letter from your academic  
advisor to our Office of Admission, PO Box  
89000, Atlanta, GA 30356.
The eight-week summer session starts May 27,  
the six-week summer session starts June 16, and 
there’s always the option to take a class online.  
Check out our expanded course schedule in 
Alpharetta, and register at gpc.edu/transientschool
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Whit Merrifi eld (center) and the Gamecocks return to Sarge Frye Field to 
host Western Carolina tonight. First pitch is set for 7 p.m.
HOME SWEET HOME
John Bazemore / The Associated Press
Atlanta Braves starter John Smoltz works in the fi rst 
inning against the New York Mets, in Atlanta.
batting a pourous .100 with 
runners in scoring position.  
I f  you want the exact 
numbers, they’re f ive for 
50 with runners in scoring 
position.  
So as another week gears 
up in the majors, keep your 
eyes on what happens with 
the Colorado Rockies and 
the Detroit Tigers, because 
if they don’t get it going 
this week, they could find 
themselves written off very 
early.
Also, follow Cincinnati’s 
Ken Griffey, Jr. closely.  The 
outfielder is now only six 
homers shy of 600 for his 
career.
COX ● Continued from 8
building’s facade.
A spokesma n for  t he 
French Olympic Committee, 
Denis Masseglia, estimated 
that a third of the 80 athletes 
and other VIPs who had been 
slated to carry the torch did 
not get to do so.
On a bus carrying French 
athletes, one man in a track 
suit shed a tear as protesters 
pelted the vehicle with eggs, 
bottles and soda cans.
The chaos started at the 
Eiffel Tower moments after 
the relay began. Green Party 
activist Sylvain Garel lunged 
for the f irst torchbearer, 
former hurdler Stephane 
Diagana, shouting “Freedom 
for the Chinese,” before 
security offi cials pulled him 
back.
“It is inadmissible that the 
games are taking place in the 
world’s biggest prison,” Garel 
said later.
Outside parliament, as the 
torch passed, 35 lawmakers 
protested, shouting “Freedom 
for Tibet.”
“The fl ame shouldn’t have 
come to Paris,” said Carmen 
de Santiago, who had “free” 
painted on one cheek and 
“Tibet” on the other.
Pro-Chinese ac t iv ist s 
carrying national flags held 
counter-demonstrations.
“The Olympic Games are 
about sports. It’s not fair to 
turn them into politics,” said 
Gao Yi, a Chinese doctoral 
student in computer science.
France’s former sports 
min ister,  Jean-Francois 
Lamour, stressed that though 
the torch was extinguished 
along the route, the Olympic 
f lame itself still burned in 
a lantern where it is kept 
overnight and on airplane 
f lights. A Chinese official 
said that flame was used to 
re-light the torch each time it 
was brought aboard the bus.
P r o -T i b e t  a d v o c a t e 
Christophe Cunniet said 
he and other activists were 
detained after they waved 
Tibetan f lags, threw flyers 
and tried to block the route. 
Cunniet said police kicked 
him, cutting his forehead. 
“I’m still dazed,” he said.
At least one athlete, former 
Olympic champion Marie-
Jose Perec, was supportive of 
the demonstrators. “I think it 
is very, very good that people 
have mobilized like that,” she 
told French television.
But other athletes and 
sports offi cials were bitterly 
dismayed.
“A symbol like that, carried 
by young people who want to 
deliver a message of peace, 
should be allowed to pass,” 
said the head of the French 
Olympic Committee, Henri 
Serandour. “These games are 
a sounding board for all those 
who want to speak about 
China and Tibet. But at the 
same time, there are many 
wars on the planet that no 
one is talking about.”
Internat ional Olympic 
Committee spokeswoman 
Giselle Davies agreed. “We 
respect that right for people 
to demonstrate peacefully, 
but equally there is a right for 
the torch to pass peacefully 
and the runners to enjoy 
taking part in the relay,” she 
said.
Police had hoped to prevent 
the chaos that marred the 
relay in London a day earlier. 
Beijing organizers criticized 
the London protests as a 
“disgusting” form of sabotage 
by Tibetan separatists.
“The act of defi ance from 
this small group of people 
is not popular,” said Sun 
Weide, a spokesman for the 
Beijing Olympic organizing 
committee.
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classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
JUMP-START
YOUR CAREER
WITH THE RETAIL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.
JEN
EMPLOYEE SINCE 2006
At Verizon Wireless, the company with the 
nation’s most reliable network, we’re committed 
to your success. So, we make sure you have the 
tools, training and opportunity you need to excel.
If you share our passion for tomorrow’s technology 
and first-rate performance, join us. You’ll be amazed 
at what you can achieve.
It takes dedicated, hard-working people to provide the nation’s 
most reliable network. That’s why we offer some of the best
benefits around, including:
MEDICAL, DENTAL & LIFE FROM DAY ONE |  AWARD-WINNING TRAINING
GENEROUS TUITION ASSISTANCE |  PROFIT SHARING & 401(K)
WORK/LIFE PROGRAMS |  AND MUCH MORE 
Take the first step toward owning your career by 
completing our online application at:
WWW.VERIZONWIRELESS.COM/CAREERS
OWN YOUR CAREER
We are an equal opportunity employer, m/f/d/v.
Pets
Looking for pet setters & misc. jobs. Pet 
treat bakers. Columbia area only. Looks 
good on Vet. School application. FT/PT 
or Internships. Call Tommy 719-3365.
Apartments
2BR 2BA in 5PTS $425/mo+ util. Sum-
mer/year lease avail. 843-298-2246.
Roommates
Summer sublease 2BR avail in 4BR 4BA 
Stadium Suites $490/mo. 
Call 704-254-4788 or 407-620-8612.
Housing-Rent
ROSEWOOD BRICK RANCH -
2/1 brick ranch inclds a w/d and lg porch. 
HDWD flrs with a remodeled bathroom.  
$900/mo   804-363-1838
Room- Rosewood $300. inclds  + util 
(non-smoker). Call 210-5891 
1900 Holland St. - Very large pvt house 
6BR 3B close to USC in W. Cola. Laun-
dry rm fp hdwd fls fenced yd. Available 
NOW! $1500/mo. 796-3913
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to 
school.  Very Clean! Call 463-5129
Home & Apts from $450 up. 
Call 254-6613 for more info  
visit www.securityrealty.net
Housing-Sale
3BR 1BA House in Rosewood for Sale
1000 ft Brick bungalow w/gorgeous 
hdwds, fenced backyard, lg deck. Lots of 
parking. On bus route $119K payments 
about $850/mo. Call John owner/agent 
at 238-1627.
Help Wanted
Northwest YMCA in Irmo seeking certi-
fied lifeguards and/or those who are in-
terested in becoming certified lifeguards. 
Certification classes are available. 
Please contact Kristin Shelton @ 
407-8007, ext 15 to apply or for more 
infomation.
Learn while you work!
Engineering/Construction firm office 
work M-F 8-6 with flex hrs. Knowledge of 
CAD a plus! $8-$12 on exp. Send re-
sume to sbolo@insiteusa.net
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
LEASING AGENTS NEEDED FOR PT 
HOURS AT COPPER BEECH
Receive a discount on your rent and 




PT nanny needed for 1. y.o. girl, start 
mid May, previous childcare exp req. 




SUMMER CAMP COUNSELORS 
The Richland County Recreation Com-
mission needs dependable, energetic, 
and experienced Directors and Counsel-
ors for Summer Camps. Experienced 
special needs Counselors also needed. 
Applications are accepted a the Denny 
Terrace Office, 6429 Bishop Ave., Cola 
between 10am & 4pm. Questions? Call 




Experienced Personal Trainers 
needed. Located 5 minutes from cam-
pus. PT & FT available. Contact Matt 
@ 799-9455 for details.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
PASTA FRESCA NOW HIRING
PT PM Host & PT AM/PM Servers. 
Apply within. 3404 Forest Drive.
ZA’S BRICK OVEN - Now hiring Host-
esses  & Servers with daytime availabil-




Downtown Law firm seeks PT runner.
M-F. Reliable transportation. Contact:
meredithgammon@pennlawfirm.com
with resume.
